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Designer Keith Irvine
uses timber and
antiques to create a

' rustic look in a new
house for friends in

- New Jersey
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The double<helght fiving room that anchors Seward and
Joyee Johnzon's New Jersey nome nas what dasignor
Keith irvine calls a *Henry Higgins gallery” surrounding
it on the second laval {above). Oppesite: Ther usticated
foune timbars are the central alament in a strategy

to make the new house loak ald. Tha huge firaplace

has an antique iren fireback to halp carry the haat,
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ESIGNER KEITH IRVINE had known [. Seward and Joyce
Jokrson for many years, and had designed multiple houses for
them. But they lad been om of wuch for awhile when the
Johnsons realized they were having & decorating and design
dilemnma at their brand-new house in New Jersey,
Ihey needed the comiort and security of someone with
whom they had some history. “So we called him up and said,
Come rescuc us!"" recalls Seward, a successful sculpror and &
scion of the Jehnson & Johnson family.
[rvine, of the Manhattan Frm Irvine & Tleming, didn’t take long
ta say yes. “The jahnsons are fabulous o work with,” he siys. *They're
bath very intellectual and they're also both artises.”

Appropriately enough, the decorating concept they came up with was ©
make new construction look just as old and comfortable as their friendship.
“The idea was to create something thar looked like it had
heen working its way through life tor a couple hundred
years,” says Irvine,

Left: Irvine want for a palette
with many whitas ta haelp

emphasize all the sunlight that 1 t I ’ .
straams inte the Fouse. The Found timbers were the key, giving the house an antique,

italian Barogue chandeliers  homey lecling cverywhere, especially in the double-height

con be lowerad on winches.  living room, The extra tall freplace in the ronm, with an
Below: The entertoinment

antique freback o push the heat orward, also gives the
room leatures a custom

rug with a Mative American imprcssin!_'l P .]1:|\'irrp, wpatheredthe }IE.[IH' .
dsidn and. aver tha Ereplace. The mix of plaster and exposed brick atop the fireplace
& seulptural plece insaireg by was purposcly distressed to make visitors think a leak had
aJapanese Zer templte.  been causing water damage. “Tt worked so well that the con-
tractor called the Johnsons one day and said, ‘There’s beena
terrible leak from the roof on the new hireplace,”” chuckles Irvine.

Irvine loves bold calor, bur here he created a scheme thar was more neutral
than his usual work. While there are splashes of red, whites and ercams predom-
imite, the better o emphasize the incredible light that foods the house, Calor
receives more of a workout in the huge entertainment room on the house's lower
level, which has a deep red custom rug and Native American pottery.

The theme of old timbers continues there, with a lireral twist: Taking inspi-

ration [rom a Japanese temple
design, Seward skerched an

shape of a boomerang. Trvine
had ir fabricated out of antique
beams and fastened 1o the man-
1el of the room's fireplace with
rusted steel straps.

Irvine put his warm and per
gonal stamp all over the house —
in an incongruous-but-perfect
wooden chaise by the piano in
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Clockwise from laft: The 19th-cantury dmarican
table and chairs are fruitwood, and fwo late-18th-
century finials serve as mantel sculptures, The
kitchen sports pale yellow and blue tiles and an
Island, The master bedroom has a fine TBth-century
Armerican wing chair covared in a beige check and
an 18th-century English quilt in pinks and blues.

In the sltting room are side-by-side nis-and-hers
chaises , Opposita: The guest reom has curtains
and chairs in & Bowoed chintz from Cowtan & Tout
The dresser is a 19th-century American antigue.

Artistic Restraint seward Johnson

is an artist known particularly for his sculpture,

yvet he has chosen not to place any of the works in
the house or on the 240Q-acre grounds. But

a painting he did of his son John as a baby hangs
in the master bedroom (below. right).

“The idea was to create something that looked like
it had been working its way through life for a couple
hundred years,” says designer Keith Irvine
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created a like structure

cut of Pennsylvania BEluestone

weatharvane. Irving decorated
with simple wicker furniture
The Dacksi al the buitding s
etely open. flooding the
interiar with light. For mora
detalls, ses Resourcss

in the country-style iron
t room table.

Scotland, Irvine a sedl
somme charming and el chair siyles
from the British Isles. An Orkney chair,
low-slung but with @ high back to keep a
lenitter safe from dralts, stands in the liv-
ing room, and an 18th-century lambing
chair—used during the lamhing season o
help with delivery—graces the entertain-
ML room.

The kitchen is a particular source of
pride for Irvine and his associare, Telicity
Vilde “It's such a happy s

rou go in the door, you smil

space, 15 does the pain
d the room overlooks a pastoral fe
grazing sheep.
Ihough the rimbers continue in the
bedrooms, the de as “a slight
He placed two
tath-century French painted chairs in the
master bedroom and covered them ina soft
hlue and white stripe

antiques are scattered abour, |
notably a pine desk dating o 190 h-contury
MNew rire and the Eoglish Repency
painted mirror above it in the JTohnson's
sitting roon

The sitting room, just off the master
bedroom, also has a bit of romance. The
Johnsons requested side-byv-side chaises

with ¢ on the our

Whye So the couple could lie and hold

hands at the same time. *It's not o request

Wie ] wear oo ofte

very much as if he'
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